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The BomorabMe ar]l Yiasen
Houwse L opumitter an A roved Servites
wanhingten 2%, D, o,
Senr My, Lhalveman:

Referving to ooy phone conversation of this afternoon, this
istiny swmruarizes the problos which Bas arises in commsction with
st sew hegdauarters bullding,

Omr srigingl satisate of the cost of constraction =i cuy new

puilding was $53, 050, 029, the original estimmate of the Pabllc Build.

ings Rervice was $86, 824, 000, and after sur discussions with the
Burean of the Budget we recoested the Congress for sa suthorivatios
«f §50, 906, 884, Jwr linnl anthorisation, which was conteined ia the
“ilitary : omstruction Act of 1938 {7, L. i1, 84tk Congress), wae
46,000, 399,

Cinge m sanctment of anthorising legltalation, and siece the
ssactment of ¥, L, 119, S4th Congress, whieh provided an hattial
appropristion sufficient to peemit the drawing up of plans aad epeci-
Seaticns for the bullding and certain sther preluscinary steps, we
have prepared detalled coet astimutas as & basie for sn appropria-
tien request, Although we attempted to live within sur authorisation,
we bave been advised bolh by svur srchitects and by the General
Ssevices Administration that it would be impossible to conatruct a
building whick would house all of cur employees, sven under the
most susters standarde and cenditions, for $46, 000,008, Slace the
eriginal cout sstimate of §56, $00, 300 was made by the Public
Buildings Service in MMared of 1794, the ballding coet index has in.
cesaeed by 3. 79, and the trend continues upwerd., 1 i» now esthrated
that under the present sandharivativn, 3 reduction from original plans
I } of net usable space would be regulved ia the
building, which in tern means that we would e ansble to house

- several Buadred of car employers, Turrent estinates indicate that

soughly $34, 200, 000 would sow be requived in erder to permit con-
strection and site dovslopment of fazilittes which would hoass all LD
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Ageacy parssanel., This sotizoate i3 sulject to change o5& more
detailed plans snd specifications sxe drawn, bot, taking all fsctors
ints comsideration, 1t is Myghly ualikely thet the final estimate will
be any Jower Gan this savvunt,

Despite the furegeing, we fosl there ave good and suffictent
rersons to procesd fmenedistely with an appropriation veguest for
the ol amvont mwﬁiy mﬁm. sad this veguest is sow befors
the Congrers, Although feet of weabie space will
have to be m:ﬂﬁﬂw&. the Wﬂ‘ Bow gtmm would provide space
for ail of sur employess who are now housed in temporary butldings,
thas permcitting the evacustion of that space so that ite dexealition will
be possidle o accordande with Covernment plans for urbae renewsl
in the Sletvizt of Colundin, sad as reguired by the sct suthorizing
ouy bullding, The total smnber of bulldings cccupied by B Ageney
would be considerably reduced, with resultont benefits., Finally, aay
farthey delay, in addition to perpetuating excessive speratiag covts,
may sccagion as appreciadls forther incraane in constraction costa,
thereby further reducing the space that could be provided with the funds
awailable, wr architects have planned the bullding #o that additicny
van be made without difflexity if sad when additional funds are author.
ined and approprizted, Power, comummnicstions, heating, alr con-
ditloning and cther Inciitties will be constructed 2o se to accommodale

- & lazger bollding than we wonld Be adle to constract under sur prosemt

sstherizstion and apprapriation regesst, Under this procedurs, we
can Soreses so wante sy aeedlese expense H & later dncision ia made
te enlarge the badlding. .

Thin brieily semmarises the statur of the matter, As 1 indicated
to you, ! have discussed thiz situstion with Chafermasn Cannon snd with
tenatar Haydea, both of whom are sympathetic to vur problac., 1
believs Chalreman Cannon intends to discoen it with you, 1 wns alss
able te see Senator Susesll, Hoe was most sympothetic, but be feht
that we would be best advised to proceed with our present sppropria-
tien reguent, and defer any aliewwpt (o sesk an sdditional avilarisation
during this session of the Cangress, I agreed fully with Senster
Bussell, and indleated that I would also discass the matter with you
as soon as poseible,
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1 will be tn touch with you whan I return to Saskinglon in »
few dnys, and I would be ccent grateful {or sny sdvice which you are
able te give on this mafier. In the event that you desire further 1n.
fermation pending my return, My, Rorssan Pasl of my staff wilt be
happy to furoish you with additionsl detatle,

wigh kindest ragards,

Bimverely,

“llen W, Duiles
wiracter

iG:N5 Paul /ble (18 May 56)
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